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Pastors Who Have Served Zion
Rev. Johann Dietrich Petersen 1819-1829
Rev. Phillip Mayerhoffer 1828-1837
During the period from 1838 to 1849 Zion was without the services
of a Pastor, from our records we have learned of four who gave
temporary service.
Rev. J. Huettner
Rev. Michael Kuckler
Rev. J.D. Nunnamacher
Rev. Henry D. Keyl
Rev. W.A. Fetter
Rev. Charles Frederick Diehl 1850-1853
Rev. Jeremiah Fishburn 1854-1879
Rev. J.P. Deck 1881-1883
Rev. A. McLaughlin 1884-1892
Rev. J.A. Dunlap 1892-1896
Rev. J.E. Lerch 1896-1899
Rev. J.K. Hilty 1900-1904
Rev. C.L. Wisswaesser 1905-1907
Rev. J.P. Sappenfield 1909-1912
Rev. E.N. Fry 1913-1915
Rev. Nils Willison 1916-1918
Rev. P.S. Baringer 1921-1926
Rev. E. Heimrich 1928-1931
Rev. E. Huenergard 1932-1942
Rev. Seymour Cooper 1943-1946
Rev. H.N. Lossing 1947-1949
Rev. E.J. Fischer 1950-1955
Rev. H.R. Lindeman 1956-1959
Rev. Norman Wagner 1960-1962
Rev. Emil Lange 1962-1965
Rev. Paul Schult 1966-1967
Rev. J. Arbuckle 1967-1973
Rev. James S. Dauphinee 1973-1981
Rev. Clinton Rohr 1981-1983
Rev. Kenn Ward 1983-1989
Rev. Donald Pond 1989-1991
Rev. Sonja Free 1992-2002
Rev. Linda Douglas 2003-present
Several members of Zion have entered the service of the
Church: John Shunk, Had. Fischer, Philip Fishburn, Seymour
Cooper, Norman Keffer, Anne Keffer and Barry Boeckner.

Beginning 200 Years Ago
Recognized as one of the oldest Lutheran Churches in Ontario,
Zion Lutheran Church, Sherwood (now Maple) began as an organized congregation in 1806.
When the founding members came from Pennsylvania to
Vaughan Township to establish homesteads, they brought with
them their Lutheran heritage and first worshipped in a local
school house. Having no Pastor, Jacob Keffer filled the position of
“lay reader” and instructed the children in the Catechism. The
first Pastors came from the older German settlement in Markham
but they were not always very satisfactory or of “good character”.
Although the earliest baptism was recorded on January 23, 1808,
the lack of a suitable Pastor delayed the actual construction of a
church for several years. The congregation was fortunate to have a
large piece of land deeded to the trustees by Jacob Keffer on August
10, 1811. This land, from Concession 3 Lot 12, West Part, was given
for the cemetery (burial ground) and the Church buildings past and
present. The oldest known burial was recorded in 1817 although it
is thought that there were others that took place earlier.
In 1819 Rev. J.D. Petersen, an ordained minister of the Synod of
Pennsylvania, becoming acquainted with the situation through a
visit from three brothers, John, Jacob and Valentine Fischer. He
settled in their midst and served them as Pastor until 1829, also
serving Churches in Markham.
During Rev. Petersen's pastorate, the cornerstone for a log
church was laid on July 22, 1819. A communion service was held
October 3, 1819 and it is probable that this was the date of dedication as it was a common custom to hold a communion service
on “Dedication” day. At this time “39 persons were confirmed
and 58 partook of the sacrament”.
In the beginning of the Church book there is a solemn declaration that “the house” was erected for the worship of God and the
preaching of the Gospel according to the usages and doctrines of
the Lutheran Church. They also solemnly charge their descendants never to prostitute the Church for any other purpose, and
invoke them never to forsake the faith of their fathers. The Pastor,
two elders, two deacons and three trustees signed this declaration. A proclamation was issued in January 1819 and a charter
obtained for the congregation soon after.

After Pastor Petersen's resignation in 1829 it is thought that the
congregation in Vaughan and Markham appealed to Bishop
Strachan, Rector of York, for help. It is believed that he sent Rev.
V.P. Mayerhoffer to them. Sources say a signed agreement was
drawn up in June 1828 that was to end in June 1838 (there
appears to be a discrepancy in dates). Mayerhoffer was to
become Pastor to the congregations in Vaughan and Markham
for a ten-year period at the end of which time the congregations
would decide whether to join the Church of England or remain
Lutheran. Rev. Mayerhoffer was German speaking, claimed to be
of aristocratic birth and educated as a Franciscan Monk. He came
to the US as a Missionary, quarreled with his superiors over doctrine and converted to the Church of England.
Political issues appeared around the time of the Rebellion
between the Rebels and the Tories. The Keffer brothers, Jacob
and Michael along with other members of Zion were split;
Jacob sympathizing with the Rebels and Michael with the
Tories and Rev. Mayerhoffer. There came a Sunday in
December 1837 when Mayerhoffer and the Tory supporters
were locked out of both Churches.
Jacob and his fellow sympathizers were determined to remain
loyal to the Lutheran faith. Michael went on to give land from his
farm on Con.3, lot 10, west part (Langstaff Road East of Keele
Street) for a church for Mayerhoffer in 1838. It became St.
Stephens. A cairn erected in 1965 by Vaughan Township Council
today designates the pioneer cemetery. This was the beginning of
the present St. Stephen's Anglican congregation now located on
Keele Street in Maple.
The York County churches were without a Pastor from 1838 to
1850. During that time some very good clergy from the
Pittsburgh Synod visited to conduct services, administer the
Sacrament, baptize babies and perform other official acts. But the
records tell us that the majority of them were irresponsible, of
poor character and belonged to no Synod, so the congregations
had no redress.
By 1849 the congregation of Zion was in desperate need of a
Pastor. In the spring of that year an informal meeting was held at
which time it was decided to send Adam Keffer to Klecknerville,
Pennsylvania where the Pittsburgh Synod was in session.

Although almost 60, he
walked the 265 miles to
plead for a pastor to come
to Canada and minister to
the Lutherans in York.
Rev.
Bassler
was
appointed to visit these
Churches. He came for a
month and returned to
report, “Conditions were
sad in the extreme”.
Though he urged immediate action, 1850 dawned
and nothing happened. So
Adam
Keffer
again
walked to Pittsburgh, a
368 mile journey. This time
Adam Keffer
Rev. C.F. Diehl answered
1790-1874
the call. During Pastor
Diehl's pastorate the log church was repaired, weather boarded,
re-roofed and reconsecrated. At the first communion service 96
names were recorded, 50 men and 46 women. Pastor Diehl later
introduced the practice of conducting services in both English and
German. He remained until 1853.
Zion's first parsonage was a small wooden structure built in 1852
just south of the Church. It is not known how many Pastors used it
as their home. It was demolished after the next parsonage was built.

Zion's first parsonage, in foreground. Built 1852, later removed

The Rev. Jeremiah Fishburn
succeeded Pastor Diehl on
January 11, 1854. Thus began
a pastorate spanning 25
years, during which time he
became known as a church
builder. The churches built
under his direction were
Buttonville in 1854, Kleinburg
in 1855, Toronto (Bond St.) in
1857, Zion's present building
in 1860, Unionville in 1862,
Williamsburg in 1865, and
Morrisburg in 1876.
The
congregation
in
Kleinburg, initiated by some
Rev. J. Fishburn 1854-1879
members with the assistance of
“Church Builder”
Zion, lasted until 1869. The
Wesleyan Methodist Church eventually purchased the property.
The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Canada, succeeding the
Canada Conference of the Pittsburgh Synod, was organized in this
church on July 18-22, 1861. Pastor Fishburn served as President of
the new Synod for 11 of the first 18 years of its existence.
Zion was indeed fortunate to have had Pastor Fishburn serve
them for 25 years, retiring in 1879.

The Building of the Present Church
The present church building was erected in 1860, during the
years Pastor Fishburn served Zion. The Building Committee
included John Campbell, Jacob Shunk, Joseph Snider, Henry
Keffer and the Pastor.
Recorded in the December 1st, 1859 Minutes of Council is the
following: “Contracts were let to James Nicholls for the making
and burning of 80,000 red bricks @ $3.20 per 1,000 to be completed by July 1st, 1860. Samuel Piper agreed to erect the brick walls
and do plastering in good substantial and workmanlike manner
for $500 to be completed in ten months; Wm. Miller to do all the
carpenter and joiner work for $600 and to furnish part of the lumber. The church members hauled logs to the mill and lumber and

sand to the site. On December 24, 1000 white bricks for $6.00 and
12,000 lath at $1.50 per 1,000 were secured on credit until April.
In January 1860, Mr. Miller and the Pastor went to the city and for
cash purchased the hardware - nails, glass, putty, screws, locks,
etc. for $57.90. The next week in Markham 15 bushels of hair @
$3.00 were bought for cash and 60 bundles of shingles @ .75¢ each
were ordered”.
The total price of the above is $1,485.90.
In May of 1884 a call was
extended
to
Rev.
McLaughlin of Michigan.
Salary offered was $500,
free use of the parsonage,
and adjoining lot and the
use of a horse and conveyance. Call was accepted.
In 1885 a 100-foot shed
was built along Keele St.
and another along the
south side of the property
at right angles to the first

Visible is the corner of the
Keele St. shed

for $225. The second shed was removed in the late 1930's but the
Keele St. one lived on until the early 1950's. These sheds originally provided shelter for the horses and buggies during services
and later for cars.
Many a strawberry social and other summer picnics were held
under the shelter of the Keele St. shed.
In 1886 it is recorded that the cemetery committee “have laid
out the north half in 20 square foot lots”. Earlier graves were not
laid out in any recorded order.
In 1891 rules for the burying ground were instituted. The burial ground/cemetery is still in use at the present time.
June 11, 1886 saw the organization of the Murray Chapel on the
6th concession of Vaughan. David Murray and wife, John Ellis,
Nicholas Donneral, George Keffer and Mary Keffer from Zion
went to help. The Pastor was to serve both congregations.

Murray Chapel 1884-1900
Also that year preparations were being made to build a new
parsonage south of the church on a lot donated by Peter Keffer,
son of Jacob. In 1887 the minutes record “that the Pastor have the
privilege of one crop of the burying ground”. Later his horse met
with an accident but “the Pastor was exonerated of blame”. The
congregation added $50 to the Pastor's salary to buy his own
horse. There was still money owing on the parsonage. This was
to become an ongoing problem.

In 1887 the second parsonage was built. It is still standing
today. It was built just north of the first one on land donated by
Peter Keffer, son of Jacob. In January 1887 a building committee
was appointed. Apparently there was a parsonage fund of
$2,212.00 in place at that time.

In the minutes of October 29, 1887: “8 members paid in $1350.00.
$800 more are needed as the building is now built. It was decided to
move the stable and dispose of the old parsonage. A furnace was
installed to heat the building. The ladies are to arrange a party in it
Thanksgiving Day with the proceeds to go toward the furnishings”.

Zion's second parsonage,Built 1877

“Harvest Home” 1899
January 5, 1888 “the building committee is nearly through with
their work and they have on hand a very fine house. Subscription
up to $2,250 but will need more to finish”.

Pre 1929.
Cone gone from tower but before stained glass windows.

April 19, 1889 - still $750 owing. Mrs. McLaughlin (pastor's
wife) is raising money to pay for a fence around the parsonage.
On January 7, 1890 there appears an itemized account of the
cost of materials and labour that was spent.
Bricks - $295.67; stone and sand - $70.50; rough lumber and
shingles - $316.80; dressed material, frames, doors, sash, blinds,
stairs, all interior finish including cornice and flooring - $756.44;
hardware, cresting, sash weights, cord - $200.73; tin galvanized
iron work - $96.80; painting material, glass - $100.69 (included
contract of painting Church fence which amounted to $30); contract for mason - $184.00; carpenter work - $980.00; labour
including teaming, levelling, draining - $97.45; incidentals, plan,
insurance, printing - $40.82; freight on goods bought in Toronto
- $7.99; stable water closet - $36.36; interest on borrowed money
- $212.60; furnace - $125.00; total expenditures - $3,520.85; to get
cost of house deduct over purchase of material - $19.97 and
$561.20; Total cost of house $2,959.65. (Still owing was $399.85).
It took considerable time for the congregation to pay off this
debt.
In 1904 Zion withdrew from the Canada Synod in protest of
the official use of the German language in many Lutheran
Churches. It resumed its membership in 1952.
Rev. C.L. Wisswaesser arrived
in 1905. Zion celebrated its centennial in 1906 and according to
the “Markham Sun” a reception
was held on the grounds of the
parsonage and hundreds of
people came to hear the speeches and enjoy the fellowship.
However disaster struck when
Rev. C.L. Wisswaesser died
suddenly in 1907. He was laid
to rest in Zion's burying
ground. The congregation
raised money to buy a monument “to Our Beloved Pastor”.

Stained glass windows were
installed in 1929. The eight
windows were in memory of
and paid for by various families whose names appear on
the bottoms of the windows.

On June 2, 1935, the congregation celebrated the 75th anniversary of the dedication of the present house of worship. On that
occasion an oil painting of the late Pastor Fishburn donated by
his family, was unveiled and given as a gift to the congregation.
Unfortunately this portrait was later accidentally destroyed and
is no longer in the possession of the congregation.

Unveiling of the Memorial Cairn
On July 19, 1936 an anniversary service took place celebrating
130 years of the founding of Zion and 75 years of the organization of the Lutheran Synod of Canada that took place in Zion's
Church. At this time a cairn was unveiled to the memory of
Adam Keffer who walked from Vaughan to Pennsylvania in 1849
and again in 1850 to plead with the Pittsburgh Synod to send a
Lutheran Pastor to minister to the congregation. Mr. Nicholl built
the cairn, standing east of the Church building, for $40.

Plaque mounted on Memorial Cairn

In 1949 the interior of the
Church proper was renovated
and redecorated. A centre aisle
replaced the two side aisles and
an altar was placed at the east
wall facing the entrance. New
chancel furniture, pews, paraments, baptismal font etc. were
purchased. The old wood stoves
that had heated the church for
so long were removed and
replaced with central heating.
The walls were painted and decorated. Carpeting was installed
in the chancel and down the
new centre aisle.
A service of rededication was
held Aug. 14, 1949. Unfortunately
a fire 10 months later, caused by
an over heated wood furnace,
Rev. Seymour Cooper
resulted
in extensive smoke dam1943-1949 “Son of Zion”
age and it had to be cleaned and
redecorated. During that time the United and Presbyterian
Churches in Maple offered their facilities for our use. We gratefully
accepted alternating between the two Churches each Sunday.

April 17, 1949 - Easter Sunday.
The day before Renovations Began

April 17, 1949 View to the Rear, showing the two aisles.

As it appears today

The parsonage was sold in 1950 after the minister moved to
Unionville. At that time Zion was a two point parish with
Bethesda, Unionville.
A new addition was
built onto the rear of the
church building in 1956.
A kitchen, washrooms,
furnace room and office
were added. A well was
dug and running water
became available. Until
that time washroom
facilities consisted of an
outhouse attached to
the back of the building.
Most of the social
events previously had
been held at the parsonDavid Julian, 1956 turning sod for addition
age. Now they could be
of kitchen, washrooms and office
held at the church.
A house was bought in 1960 on Gram St. in Maple to serve
as the parsonage. It was sold in 1974 when congregations
were encouraged to provide a housing allowance to Pastors
instead of a house.

12 Gram St Maple, once the Parsonage

Centennial Pilgrimage
On June 8, 1961 the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Canada,
meeting in convention, travelled to Zion for a “Centennial
Pilgrimage” service to celebrate the organization of the Synod
that took place in this Church in 1861. During this service a
plaque honouring the German settlers who had formed this congregation was unveiled by Miss Margaret Keffer, a great granddaughter of Jacob Keffer. The plaque, erected by the Ontario
Archaeological and historic Sites board, is situated north of the
Church building near Keele St.

Rev. Norman Wagner (Pastor of Zion), Rev. Norman Keffer (Son of
Zion), Miss Margaret Keffer (Great granddaughter of Jacob Keffer).
The CBC made a film in 1962 called “Christmas in the Country”
which was partially filmed at Zion. At that time Rev. A.C. Forrest
who had attended Zion with his family as a child and later was
confirmed there, returned to become the main character in the
film. He later went on to become a United Church minister and
editor of their paper, the “United Church Observer”.

In 1962, some of Zion's members assisted in the organization of
St. Paul, Richmond Hill. Some other members supported a new
congregation in Thornhill, organized in 1966 as Christ the King.
For approximately 25 years prior to 1959, Zion was paired with
Bethesda Lutheran Church in Unionville as a two-church parish.
In 1959, at the suggestion of Synod, Zion again became a separate parish and received assistance from the Division for
Missions in North America until 1973. From then until 1989,
Zion was served by part time Pastors from other parishes. Since
1989 Zion has been fortunate to have full time Pastors.
The congregation originally had records going back to about
1807. These included official acts and were in German.
Unfortunately they were loaned to someone wanting to write
their own history of Zion and were never returned. Although they
are still in existence they are no longer available to Zion. Original
records from the next era were accidentally destroyed in 1989.
Most recent changes to the church property include the renovation of the kitchen area, hook-up to town water, paved parking lot and a “made at Zion” church sign.

While most of this account has been about buildings, anniversaries, trials and tribulations, the most important part is really
about the Christian faith of the people down through the ages
and how they persevered. Money or lack thereof was frequently
a concern; lack of appropriate Pastors another. Their faith in God
and the teaching of the Gospel has been a constant throughout
the last 200 years.
Teaching the children in Sunday School and confirmation has
always been a priority going back to Jacob's time. There has been
a women's group most of the time from 1893. They have played
a major role in the life of the Church. Young peoples' groups have
also been a part of Zion's history.
Over the years the Sacrament has been served on a regular
basis. Zion is a liturgical church and music plays an important
part in our worship. Along the way the people have tried to help
others less fortunate. Their present project in 2006 is raising
money to help HIV/AIDS orphans in Tanzania. May God continue to bless this congregation for many years to come.

